"Time to Awakel!
Prophetic Outlook For Year 2013
The Mystery Of First Fruit Offering

. _Thebeginni ,uuurﬁl-, did Jesus in gj- lileeand mm%ng glory: John 2: 11|'\"'
-y . i T Tl p‘ﬁ : -



Welcome Message

From The Assistant General Overseer

Dear Sisters,

It is a privilege and with the blessings of
the Almighty God, the Father, Son and the
Holy Ghost that we all are part of today’s

gathering which, by His Grace is to His glory.

It is that time again when we all gather
together in one accord and in one voice,
expectant of the Lord Almighty, the God
that answereth by fire to meet with us all at
our points of need.

| welcome you all to the Annual Women'’s
Deliverance of the Mountain of Fire and
Miracles Ministries in the name of Jesus
Christ our Lord.

A programme like this is not ordinary,
neither is it spurned together by mere
compulsion of man. This gathering was
ordained by God to set the woman free
from the ceaseless attacks, wars and
bondages that the devil has been placing
on her since the beginning of age. The
battle against the woman is strategic and
deliberate. Regardless of what anyone tells
you, you, the woman, are very special and
dear to God. So great is the woman'’s role in
creation of life that she was chosen to carry
the deliverer of mankind, Jesus Christ the
Redeemer, who defeated Satan, crushing
his head. For this reason, Satan’s enmity is
extended to her and her seeds. Her spiritual
seed, through Christ, against which Satan
now wars, is all true believers who form the
Body of Christ, the Church. The woman, the
Church, has always been, and will always be
persecuted and hated by Satan. Beloved
Sisters, a programme such as this has been
set apart by God to bring forth a great
deliverance for the woman. It is specially

organised to set her free, to place her on

a high place so that she can achieve her
destiny. | prophesy that every woman who
has been put under the bondage of the
enemy will break free in Jesus name.

Luke 13 v 12 says, “And when Jesus saw
her, he called her to him, and said unto
her, Woman, thou art loosed from thine
infirmity. “ This scripture is specifically for
the woman who is reading this message. It
is a scripture that shines light on how the
Lord feels about any woman in bondage.
You will note that it was when Jesus saw her
that he spoke healing into her life. You will
note that “he called her to him.” He invited
her to his grace, his compassion, his love. If
you are here today, Jesus specially invited
you here and | pray that as Jesus sees you,
sitting in this service, He will reach out with
compassion and declare you loosed from
every from of infirmity. Regardless of what
form, either physical, marital, financial,
academic...regardless of how this infirmity
has taken shape, or for how long it has
plagued you, be rest assured that the Lord
who is mighty to save will touch you in as
special way today in Jesus name. By your
encountering Jesus through coming here
for this mighty programme, | decree that
your life would never be the same in Jesus
name. It is my prayer today that wherever
you are, the Lord will locate you today and
anoint you as queens of His Kingdom and
that your coming here will mark a positive
turning point in your life from now.

Finally, | pray once more that your heavens
will open and all the powers fighting

against your destiny be destroyed by the
fire of the Holy Ghost in Jesus name.

Once again, welcome.
Yours in Christ,

Pastor Kehinde Adegbolahan
A.G.O (Missions & Evangelism Worldwide)
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Dear beloved,

For years, | longed to hear from the living
God, and hoped that he'd perhaps speak to
me. | thought I had to do something special

to earn this right. | continued hoping until Desperation and sadness hung around me
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of establishing a quiet time in order to deserted me?” | wailed. “My spiritual life is
hear God speak. He further assured the dry, Lord, fill me.”

congregation that: “God wants to speak to
every one of you.”
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flared quicker, impatience reigned, doubt
nagged. Worst of all, | felt empty, lost,
somewhat abandoned.

The response was swift,as though He'd

been waiting for me to ask all along. “Seek
That statement had a profound impact in
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Hymn 1

Praise my soul The King of Heaven:

1. Praise, my soul, the King of Heaven;
To His feet thy tribute bring.
Ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven,
Evermore His praises sing:

Praise Him, Praise Him.

Praise the everlasting King.

2. Praise Him for His grace and favour
To our fathers in distress.

Praise Him still the same as ever,
Slow to chide, and swift to bless.
Praise Him, Praise Him.

Glorious in His faithfulness.

3. Fatherlike He tends and spares us;
Well our feeble frame He knows.

In His hands He gently bears us,
Rescues us from all our foes.

Praise Him, Praise Him.

Widely yet His mercy flows.

4. Angels in the height, adore Him;
Ye behold Him face to face;

Sun and moon, bow down before Him,
Dwellers all in time and space.

Praise Him, Praise Him.

Praise with us the God of grace.

Hymn 2

1. They were gathered in an upper chamber,

as commanded by the risen Lord,

and the promise of the Father

there they sought with one accord,
when the Holy Ghost from heaven
descended

like a rushing wind and tongues of fire:
so dear Lord, we seek Thy blessing,

come with glory now our hearts inspire.

Let the fire fall, let the fire fall,
let the fire from heaven fall;

we are waiting and expecting,
now in faith, dear Lord, we call;
let the fire fall, let the fire fall,
on Thy promise we depend;
from the glory of Thy presence
let the Pentecostal fire descend.

2. As Elijah we would raise the altar

for our testimony clear and true,
Christ the Saviour, loving Healer,
coming Lord, Baptizer too,

ever flowing grace and full salvation,
for a ruined race Thy love has planned;
for this blessed revelation,

for Thy written word we dare to stand.

3. ‘Tis the covenanted promise given
to as many as the Lord shall call,

to the fathers and their children,

to Thy people, one and all;

so rejoicing in Thy word unfailing,

we draw nigh in faith Thy power to
know -

come, O come, Thou burning Spirit,

set our hearts with heavenly fire aglow.

4. With a living coal from off Thy altar
touch our lips to swell Thy wondrous
praise,

to extol Thee, bless, adore Thee,

and our songs of worship raise;

let the cloud of glory now descending
fill our hearts with holy ecstasy,
come in all Thy glorious fullness,
blessed Holy Spirit, have Thy way
come in all Thy glorious fullness,
blessed Holy Spirit, have Thy way

'

21 Things The Devil Wants
To Kill And Destroy In Your Life

John 10:10 says:

“The thief comes only to steal and kill and
destroy.” In the life of every Christian, here are
21 vital things the devil targets and deter-
mines to rob you of. This message is especially
vital to women. What are these 21 things?

1. Your Purpose: It is purpose that gives a
life definition and meaning. A life with no
purpose becomes worthless.

2. Your Desire: The bible says the desires of our
hearts shall be granted but when desires are
killed, frustration sets in.

3. Your Vision: Vision takes a person to their
destination. Vision creates room for the next
level and enlarges your coast. When vision is
killed, stagnancy prevails.

4. Your gifts: The gifts of a man shall make a
way for him and cause him to stand before
great men says the word of God. Many have
not been able to stand before great men
because the gifts which will open this door
unto them have been buried.

5.The fruit of your body: Woman, the devil’s
desire for your children and children’s children
is to destroy them. He is after the wasting of
your generation and its non-existence. We
have to pray hard for our children.

6. The fruit of your labour: The great delight
of the devil is profitless hard work. He delights
in men and women not having anything to
show for their labour.

7. Your Marriage: Marriages crash daily at an
alarming rate. Once the family unit is broken,
the society and nation will have a problem of
unity.

8. Your Calling: As the kingdom of light
threatens the kingdom of darkness, the devil
does not want anyone to fulfil their ministry.
The fulfilment of your ministry to the devil
means the defeat of his kingdom.

9. Your Potential: Potential is defined as what
you can do but have not done. The devil
prefers it when men and women do not wake
up to their own potentials. Ignorance of what
you can do leads to an unfulfilled life.

10. The instrument of your blessing: When the
devil takes this away from you, while others
are boldly speaking of the Lord’s goodness
you will not have a testimony to share.

11. Your expectation: The expectation of many
has been killed due to lack of faith. When

you are not expectant, you end up receiving
nothing.

12. Your star: A shining star signifies a colourful
destiny. When the devil dims the light of your
star, the end result is a wasted life.

13. Your voice: Every man has been given a
voice by God. One of the joys of the enemy is
to silence voices and make sure the authority
of your voice is lost.

14. Your life: This represents your divine
assignment in life. It's the devil’s delight when
men and women do not discover, start or
complete the agenda of God for their lives.

15. Your divine helper: Divine helpers are
those God has raised up to assist you. When
the devil rages, he makes sure you miss your
divine helpers.

16. Your career: This symbolizes what you are
able to do. When a career is under the attack
of the devil, it will struggle to succeed.

17. You name: The devil also enjoys erasing
the names of families, men, women, children
etc from existence most especially if they
constitute a threat to his dark kingdom.

18. Your destiny: Destiny is summed up as
your mission here on earth. When a destiny
is killed a man or woman becomes a walking
corpse.

By A.G.O- Pastor Kehinde Adegbolahan

19. The promises of God: When the devil
attacks the promises of God for you, they
will not come to pass. The danger of this is
that one will remain in the valley of promises
instead of arriving at the mountain top of
fulfilment.

20. Your Future: As Christians, our future is

in heaven. Any one who ends up in hell has
simply been cheated and outsmarted by the
devil.

21. Your present life: The devil does not want
anyone to complete the number of their
days on earth. Untimely death is one of the
weapons of the devil to fulfil this aim.

My Sisters, Jesus Christ reminds us in John
10:10 that “ | have come that they may have
life, and have it to the full.” The ministry of
Jesus Christ is to undo the works of darkness.
If you haven't, surrender the totality of your
life to Him, for in Him alone is found deliver-
ance, healing and restoration. This special
programme in this month of may, be filled
with the son of God and live life to the full.

As you pray the following prayers with faith in
your heart, believe the Lord Jesus for a great
miracle.

Prayers

1. The potential of heaven in me be fulfilled in
Jesus name.

2. Every ground | have lost to the enemy be
recovered by the blood of Jesus.

3. Power to excel physically and spiritually fall
upon me in Jesus name.

4. The power that wants to silence my voice |
silence you with the fire of God.

5. The power that wants to erase my name out
of existence | stop you with the blood of Jesus

The Monthly Miracle Magazine
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Medicine

for Winners

Deuteronomy 28: 13 says,” And the
Lord shall make thee the head and not the
tail and thou shaft be above only, and thou
shalt not be beneath.”

WHO IS A WINNER?

+ A winner is someone regarded as a
conqueror. Romans 8: 7 says, “Nay in all
these things we are more than conquerors
through Him that loved us.” A conqueror
will not only win a battle, but he will also
hold captives and gather the spoils of war.
He returns home with all these to show

all as evidences of his victory.

« A winner is someone whose exploits -
have been made known or exhibited to

all. This fact is the same not only at the
physical realm but also at the spiritual

level. Jesus is an appropriate example of an
all time winner, whose exploits cannot be
matched by anyone. Of Him Colossians 2: 15
says, “And having spoiled principalities and
powers, he made a show of them openly,
triumphing over them in it.” That is the type
of winner you have to be.

« Furthermore, a winner is a person who is
well ahead of others; he is undoubtedly on
top and not beneath. He is a person noted
for outstanding or unusual accomplish-
ments. He is someone who never gives up
at all. He pursues, overtakes and possesses
what the enemy has taken.

« Awinner is a person who is above
adversity, worry, poverty, depression,

fear, frustration and sin. When you are
above, every other thing will have to come
under you. For example, there is no way a
bicycle would challenge an aeroplane in
performance.

« A winner is a person that the Bible

calls an overcomer. 1 John: 4-5 says, “For
whatsoever is born of God overcometh

the world: and this is the victory that
overcometh the world, even our faith. Who
is he that overcometh the world, but he that
believeth that Jesus is the Son of God?”

Revelation 21: 7 says, “He that overcometh
shall inherit all things; and | will be his God,
and he shall be my son.”

« Awinner is a person whose life is under
the complete management of the Lord
Jesus Christ. Such a person has left the
management of his life to the Lord Jesus
Christ. A winner is a person from whose
eyes the scale of unbelief has fallen off.

All winners know the following things:
1. The devil is a thief and a liar.

2. The devil has no legal right to

[l - k

“control their lives!

3. Satan can be forcefully commanded to
restore whatsoever thing he has stolen.

4. All the seeds of Satan can be forcefully
destroyed. (At this point, | implore you

to close your eyes and pray like this: “All
conscious and unconscious satanic seeds in
my life, be destroyed, in the name of Jesus.”

5.The devil is interested in converting
winners to spiritual paupers and he pursues
this evil mission very vigorously.

6. Everything winners come across is a
part of God'’s purpose for their training
programme.

7.Fear is a great enemy. It paralyses faith.
8.Itis only losers who cover up their sins.
Winners always keep a straight account

with God.

9. There is always a divine way out of every
satanic problem.

10. God specialises in doing the impossible,
and He never comes late.

WHO IS A LOSER?

A loser is a person who fights aimlessly
without any purpose and direction. A loser

There are. many reasons why many are sick
in the spirit and why people with winners’
potentials fail. We shall consider the
reasons. Though God says, “Thou shalt be
i u : head and not tail,” some people nonethe-
« less are tails, operating always at the tail
devel. I know the tail of a cow can be cut off
il JWwithout too much problem for the cow,
But you cannot cut off its head, because if
=+ you do, the cow will die.

By Daniel Olukoya .

thinks that God can be geographi- -
cally located. It is a loser who

believesthathehastogotoa -+ |
particular mountain to pray beforé * =
God can wake:up from His sleep: *

3
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-Some people may go to a great extent to
start a type of business. However, as soon

’*'".'.‘I - -" ‘:as they notice any trace of failure, they will
Such a person‘keeps going backward:l .o h e . switch over to another business alto-
instead of moving forward. If he - "= . * ,53 ;j “« gether. This is nothing but a floating

.

makes any progressatall; , « o
+

itis in the wrong -

direction. S e

o Jlife. Itis only a dead fish that floats.
" <, L,& ~Aliving fish can swim

Ty
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L
" powerfully
- €
" against

e L
' Losers.
are those who reveal their<
secretsto their enemies.
They make senseless
advertisements of their .
lives. "

» beings are dead fishes as far

: :..-as God is concerned, because

A€, = they float about endlessly in

ﬁ:' ) lft_he ocean of life.
L Bt

i e .I‘WHY DO PEOPLE WITH THE

2. . POTENTIAL OF AWINNER

<= " FAILIN LIFE?

Senseless advertisement * .=
is the sign of losers. All i
losers cover up their :~r
sins, confirming the
scripture, which says

that, whosoever covers . =
his sins shall not prosper.

All losers carry their "
burdens on their heads and
refuse to keep them with the
Lord. They keep account of past -
offences, complaints, bitterness ¢
etc.

«" 1.Inherited or genetic
problems: People with
unfavourable inheritance

¥ fail even with the winner’s

potentials in them. For

-example, a boy whose mother

* is the tenth wife of his father has
“undoubtedly inherited an evil thing

" and it will affect him unless he stands

againstit.

All losers quit very easily.

They may decide to give

up and die because of

small problems. All losers

have one interesting

motto: “Seeing is believing,”
whereas winners believe and
then see. Losers are those who
still think of defeat even when
they are on the verge of victory.
Losers pay serious attention to what
people say or gossip about them.
Losers follow satanic roadmaps,
celebrate parties of sorrow and
also walk in the broad way.

2. Spiritual indiscipline: Some
people are so undisciplined
in the spirit that every op-

portunity that God gives to
them for self-advancement
is neglected. Some are
too proud to do what God
wants them to do in order
to receive physical and spiritual
breakthroughs.

3. Lack of determination:
Many lack determination to
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rise above their present level. They want
to remain where they are. Something tells
them to remain in their position, like it was
said to blind Bartimaeus to remain quiet in
his blindness. To their surprise, Bartimaeus
left the position and sought after his
miracle.

4, Difficult sickness: Some people find
themselves suddenly in problems which
cause they do not know.

5. Bad environmental influences: Bad
environmental influences especially at a
young age can also cause a winner to fail.

6. Inconsistency: Inconsistency can

make a person with a winner’s potential
fail.Once a person comes across a little
problem or obstacle, and readily
abandons whatever he,

*
BS T
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has laid his hand
upon, failure sets in. Thank
God that the Bible preaches messages of
perseverance and persistence.

7. Evil companions: When one’s friends are
the children of the devil, such a person can-
not receive blessings from God or expect
God to bless him. The Bible says that evil
communication corrupts good manners.

8. The wrong job: Doing the wrong job can
rob a person of God'’s blessings.

9. Possession of wealth of sorrow: Many
people fail because their fortunes or invest-
ments were based on ill-gotten or satanic
wealth. No matter how hard they try, they
will not succeed.

10. Lack of vision: Many people do not have
any vision about what they are doing. It is
obvious that where there is no vision, such
people will perish.

11. Gossiping: A person with a winner’s
potential may end up as a failure if he or
she engages in gossip or becomes a satanic
broadcaster.

12. Lack of knowledge: Lack of knowledge
about prayer can also result in serious
failure.

13. Excessive talking: Excessive talking can
easily spell a person’s doom.

14. Procrastination: The spirit of procrastina-
tion is also an agent of terrible failure.

15. Greed: Greed for material possession
makes people fail woefully.

16. Lack of knowledge of the word of God:
The Bible says we shall be heads and not
tails, we shall be up and not beneath, we
shall overcome our enemies and all those
that come against us shall fail. So, check
yourself this day to find out whether or
not you know the word of God. If you do
not know the promises of God for you as
contained in the Bible, you will not be able
to claim them.

Are you operating below your level? Are
you operating under God's guidance at all?
Areyou a lazy Christian? Are you living with-
out a vision? Have your parents misled you?
Are you under a curse of non-achievement?
Are you one of those men whose goodness
and virtues have been transferred to sugar
mummies? Are you one of those ladies
whose goodness and virtues have been
* transferred to sugar daddies?

Are you operating under the powers of the
emptiers? Have you been pouring away all
the things that are supposed to come to the
cup of your life? Are you operating in the
wrong place or in the wrong vocation? Ask
yourself all these questions. And perhaps
household wickedness has caged what you
should do and you have become a loser.

Whatever your problem is, | have good
news for you. Jesus Christ is ready to deliver
you today because He is still very much in
the business of deliverance. Ask Him to take
over your battle by resting in Him alone and
it shall be well with you, in Jesus’ name.

PRAYER POINTS

1. I refuse to inherit any spirit of failure, in
the name of Jesus.

2.1 climb the mountain of promotion, in the
name of Jesus.

3.1bind and paralyze every anti-progress
spirit operating in my life, in the name of
Jesus.

4. Father Lord, by the power in the blood of
Jesus, catapult me to greatness, in the name
of Jesus.

5. The will and purpose of God for my life
must surely come to pass whether the
enemy likes it or not, in Jesus’ name.

The Monthly Miracle Magazine

7



\

d’s Love Letter

Women

You were not taken from his feet, to be
m,

Reflections

ot a Lovely Lady

Reﬂections of a Lovely Lady...Her hair
perfectly coiffed... Her skin and makeup
flawless... Impeccably dressed with all the
matching accessories. Lovely indeed, but in
whose eyes and for what reasons?

As women, we are often concerned about
our appearance. How often do you check
yourself in the mirror before leaving the
house or go to the ladies’ room to freshen
up while you are out? What do you see
when you look in the mirror? What is it that
you are looking for? Is it really what you
should be looking for? Proverbs 31:30 states
“Charm is deceptive, and beauty is fleeting;
but a woman who fears the Lord is to be
praised.”

Reflections of a Lovely Lady...”"Mirror, mirror
on the wall who's the fairest of them all?” As
Christian women, we do not want, or maybe
I should say we do not need, to be like the
evil queen in Snow White - looking into the
mirror concerned only with our vanity and
making sure that we look better than those
that we consider our rivals.

James 1:22-24 says, “Do not merely listen
to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do
what it says. Anyone who listens to the

word but does not do what it says is like a
man who looks at his face in a mirror and,
after looking at himself, goes away and
immediately forgets what he looks like.” We
need to look into a mirror of truth — one that
reflects what God see s. And once we get a
glimpse of what and who we really are, we
need to acknowledge and seek to change
what is not pleasing to Him.

Reflections of a Lovely Lady...Who is she a
reflection of? We see the moon because it
reflects the light of the sun (S-U-N). A lovely
lady should reflect the light of the Son
(S-O-N). Just as the moon can help us find
our way and provide light in the darkness,
she is to be a shining light to others. Bring-
ing them out of the dark places and lighting
their path to a more intimate relationship
with Christ.

She should be as Titus 2:3 says, reverent
and devout in her deportment, a giver of
wise counsel and a teacher of what is right
and noble. When people look at her, there
should be no question of who she is and,
more importantly, whose she is. Matthew
13:43 states, “Then the righteous will shine
like the sun in the kingdom of their Father.
He who has ears, let him hear.” Matthew

By Kisha H. Salters

5:16 tells us to, “In the same way, let your
light shine before men, that they may see
your good deeds and praise your Father

in heaven.” So, the lovely lady lives a life
that brings honour and glory to God. She
becomes less, so that He can become
more. She is a living testimony to what God
can and will do in a person'’s life. She is a
reflection of Him.

Think of your reflection in a pool of water.
When the water is calm, your reflection is
normal, but when the water becomes trou-
bled, when its natural flow is interrupted,
your reflection becomes distorted. A lovely
lady is a reflection of Christ in spite of, and
many times because of, her circumstances.
We have to be careful not to change based
on the circumstances of our lives.

We must be true to Christ because He is
true to us. He never changes. His Word
remains true despite the changes that occur
around us. We cannot reflect Christ only
when things are going our way. In fact, |
believe it to be a great testimony when

we stay faithful to Him in times of trouble.
God promises us His peace - peace beyond
understanding. By standing on His word.
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Wth downcast eyes, Kathryn confided,

“I have a hard time respecting my husband.
| want to be obedient to God'’s command,
but | don't want to be dishonest to my
feelings.”

God doesn’'t command a wife to feel
respectful toward her husband. She is to
be respectful. Her responsibility is to obey
God; not her feelings.

A wise woman once told me, “If you want
a truly fine husband, respect him at the
level at which you want him to reach. A
man will usually not rise above the level
at which his wife respects him.” This is a
general principle, not a hard and fast rule
because God does not put accountability
or responsibility for a man’s character on
his wife. Nevertheless, strong evidence
indicates a woman holds great power
to make or break a man. In his book
His Needs, Her Needs, Willard Harley
amends the saying “Behind every
great man is a great woman” to
“Behind every great man is an
admiring wife.”

Something in a man needs
the respect of his wife. He
thrives and grows toward
godliness when his need is
fulfilled. This explains why
God emphatically says,
“The wife must see to it
that she respects her
husband”

(Ephesians 5:33 NASB).
10 Steps Towards Respecting Your Husband

Pray for him dailyand trust God to answer
your requests.

Pray for his well-being, wisdom, protec-
tion, blessings, guidance, knowledge,
spiritual maturity, success, purity, strength
in temptation, etc.

Look for God’s answers to your prayers.
Thank God for working in your family.
Thank God for your husband.

Pray for your attitude.

Remember that God has put your husband
in a position of leadership, and He will lead
you through your husband.

Make a list of your husband’s qualities that
you appreciate. Review and add to your list
regularly.

Tell your husband what you appreciate
about him. Tell others what you appreciate
about him.

Don't criticize your husband to others —
especially your children.

Look for the positive side of things that
you may find irritating. If you find it boring
when he spends time telling you about his
bad day, remember that at least he is talk-
ing to you, spending time with you, sharing
his concerns with you, bringing you into his
confidence, and giving you the chance to
be an encourager and helper.

By Cyndie Hamley

Respond to his loving advances with
enthusiasm.

If you are concernedabout a decision your
husband has made, ask him the following:

“I'm confusedabout ____
explain it to me?”

“Can we talkabout _____ ? | feel uncomfort-
ableabout ______

Don't ask: “WHY in the world would you do
it that way?” or ask “Why?” in any way that
implies you think he is foolish.

Respect his likes and dislikes. If he likes a
particular food, make a point of serving that
regularly. If he hates the color purple, don't
wear purple in his presence. If he likes you
to wear perfume, do it.

If you find yourself thinking negative
thoughts about your husband, stop
and choose to think of something else
- especially things from your positive
quality list.

Remember, God is working on you
and your husband. You can both
learn from your failures as well

as your successes. Give God the
freedom to teach your husband
through failure. In the same way,
give God the freedom to teach
you to trust Him through your
husband'’s failure.
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Feartul or Fearless?

The majority of women today, would
not admit to being fearful and anxious.
Today we roll our eyes at the women of
the past who fainted far too often and
squealed much too high. Fear has become
distinctly un-American. After all, in recent
times what do we have to fear except fear
itself?

However, if we are honest with ourselves,
we realize our life is governed by fear. Fear
that we will never get married, or never
have children, or that our babies will die,
or our husband will stop loving us, or our
children will not repent, or that the pain in
our back will not go away, or that we will
not have any friends, or that God will

require too much of us. The list goes on
and on.

From the time we are little girls, we are
fed lies that we can conquer our fears on
our own, or maybe with a little help from
a medical professional. We are taught

to think we are invincible, powerful,
strong, independent, and fearless. (What
is independence, though, than a fear

of depending on others?) If our fear is
heights, we should “face that fear” until it
is gone.

True, we may be able to get over some
fears in this way, but what about the big
ones? Well, with the big ones we rely on
idols to save us. We rely on our education
or our job to replace the family we do not
have. We rely on medicine to relieve the
fear that our babies will die. We rely on
baptism or the sinner’s prayer to ease our
fear for our child’s salvation. We rely on
entertainment to pacify us into a stupor
where our fears do not exist. Or we keep
our life so busy that we don't have time for
fear. There are as many fear conquering
idols as there are women.

How are those idols working out for you?
Do your fears still come creeping back in
the wee hours of the morning when you

can't fall asleep for the third night in a row?
When

life suddenly does a big upheaval of all you
hold dear, do you find yourself fearless?
My educated guess is no. It is no because
scripture tells us what we are.

“As for man, his days are like grass; As a
flower of the field, so he flourishes.” Psalm
IER

“For the sun rises with a scorching wind,
and withers the grass; and its flower falls
off, and the beauty of its appearance is

By Heidi Bayly

destroyed; so too the rich man in the midst
of his pursuits will fade away.” James 1:11

“All go to the same place. All came from
the dust and all return to the dust.”
Ecclesiastes 3:20

We are weak and helpless as grass and
dust, so it makes sense that we are fearful.
We should, ultimately, fear God; the one

who can create and destroy, who holds the
power in all our other fears. Matthew 10:28
“And do not fear those who kill the body,
but are unable to kill the soul; but rather
fear Him who is able to destroy both soul
and body in hell.”

Only when we have a true fear of God and
trust the promises made in scripture, will

our earthly fears fade. The apostle Peter
says we will be Sarah’s daughters if we “do
what is right without being frightened by
any fear.” (1 Peter 3:6) Christians do not
conquer their fears themselves. They allow
their fears to take them to God, humbly
and with faith.
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Spend Wisely and

Have More to Give

To me, frugality has two parts. The first
is an aversion to spending money. You must
take a close look at your spending habits
and decide what necessities are, and what
are not. If you can live without it, don’t buy
it. Learn to enjoy saving money as much if
not more than the enjoyment you would
get from owning a particular item.

This doesn’t mean you can't buy anything
purely for enjoyment, but be very selective
with what you choose to spend your money
on. The second part of frugality is spending
as little possible on

the necessi-
ties.

Shop around for the best deals, research
prices, and think about second-hand items.
It takes more time to get the best price but
it's worth it.

Whether your finances are tight or not, it's a
good idea to sit down and make a monthly
budget of your expenditures. By itemizing
your expenses for a few months you may be
very surprised how much you are spending
in certain areas. If you're not ready to jump
completely into frugality just yet, pick one
or two areas to work on first.

For people who are new to frugality the
food budget is a good place to
start. Look for ways to save
on shopping, learn to
make cheaper meals
and reduce eating
out. Once you feel
good about your
shopping expen-
ditures, move onto
another area and look
for things to cut out or
ways to save.

Regardless of your income level, | would
urge all Christians to look closely at their
budget for ways to save money. Most
importantly, are you being good stewards
with the money God has given you? If
money is tight already then it’s not hard to
make the case to try and spend less. Many
people have to be extremely frugal just to
pay their bills each month. But for those of
you out there for whom money isn't much
of an issue, | would urge you to learn to be
frugal in order to increase your giving.

“No one can serve two masters. Either he
will hate the one and love the other, or he
will be devoted to the one and despise
the other. You cannot serve both God and
Money.” Matthew 6:24

By Carrie Balrok
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situations, below are ten biblical instruc-
tions to keep your light shining.

- Fear God: Whoever fears the Lord has a
secure fortress, and for their children it will
be a refuge. Proverbs 14:26

+ Obey His commandments: For it is not
those who hear the law who are righteous
in God'’s sight, but it is those who obey the
law who will be declared righteous. Romans
2:13

+ Don't disappoint the Holy Spirit: And do
not bring sorrow to God's Holy Spirit by the
way you live. Remember, he has identified
you as his own, guaranteeing that you will
be saved on the day of redemption.
Ephesians 4:30

« Acquire the trust of heaven: Then the
Lord said to Satan, Have you considered my
servant Job? There is no one on earth like
him; he is blameless and upright, a man
who

fears God and shuns evil. And he still

that no one can criticize you. Live clean,
innocent lives as children of God, shining
like bright lights in a world full of crooked
and perverse people. Philippians 2:15

» Depart from iniquity: When you follow
the desires of your sinful nature, the results
are very clear: sexual immorality, impurity,
lustful pleasures, idolatry, sorcery, hostility,
quarrelling, jealousy, outbursts of anger,
selfish ambition, dissension, division, envy,
drunkenness, wild parties, and other sins
like these. Let me tell you again, as | have
before, that anyone living that sort of

life will not inherit the Kingdom of God.
Galatians 5:19-21

» Practise Hospitality: Offer hospitality to
one another without grumbling. 1 Peter 4:9

+ Possess Godly traits: Therefore, as
God's chosen people, holy and dearly
loved, clothe yourselves with compassion,

kindness, humility, gentleness and patience.

Colossians 3:12

- Remain joyful: For the Kingdom of God is
not a matter of what we eat or drink, but of
living a life of goodness and peace and joy
in the Holy Spirit. Romans 14:17

Be empowered, take charge, arise and shine
in Jesus mighty name. Amen.
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Prayer Of A

Single Woman

Dear God,

I thank you for this precious season of
singleness. Today, as | did before, | offer

my single years unto you. Please use my
singleness in the way you want to, and let it
bring honor to your name.

I know | was put in this season at this exact
period for a reason, and although | can’t
always wrap my mind around that reason,
I am confident that | am living under your
will. More than anything else, Lord, | want
to do your will, so let me see this period as
a wonderful opportunity to serve you with
undivided attention.

Please give me more strength so that | can
accomplish the work you have for me, and
give me more wisdom so that | can make
decisions with lasting significance. Lord, |
want to live this singleness as meaningfully
as | can. This is the desire of my heart.

My journey as a single woman, you know,
Lord, is not always rosy. There are times
when the pangs of loneliness unmercifully
hit me, so | ask you to wrap your hands
around my shoulders. Please comfort me
with your embrace and let me feel the
warmth of your love. Cover my heart so that
no lies can invade it. Always, God, remind
me that | am not abandoned, that you

are my comforter and lover, and that you
uphold me with your righteous right hand.

When | try to source out my joy from other
people, material things, or experiences,
please whisper in my heart that you are
that, Lord. My joy. | require no one or
nothing else to make me feel complete.lam
already complete in you. Show me how to
truly appreciate this season when | seem to
forget you designed it and especially when |
become emotionally vulnerable.

When | feel insecure, which always happens,
may you remind me that my security

lies in you. My possessions in you can’t

be measured by earthly standards, and

my value is not from this world. When |
question who | am, let me ponder on my
identity as your daughter -- precious and
forever loved. And always remind me that
you, my Father, delight in me.

God, let your love for me be the overarching
theme of my life, and allow me to express
my love for you in the best ways that [ am
capable of. Let me fall more deeply in love
with you. So deeply that my whole being
sinks and fails to recover. Please fill every
need, every longing, every hole.

When temptations to compromise are so
strong, please, Father, allow me not to give
in. Remind me of my vow of purity. Hold me
and make me firm. Instil in me an inde-
structible faithfulness so that | can continue
to stay pure in my actions, thoughts, and
words. Father, please take captive of my
mind and heart today in my singleness and
for the rest of my earthly existence.

May you surround me with good friends
with whom | can share and from whom |
can experience more of your warmth and
love. Help me make more meaningful
friendships, for it is your desire for me to
intertwine my life with others.

And, Father, as | wait for my love story
to unfold, guard my heart
with towering

walls,

By Abby Aranzamendez

s0 no one, except the man you made for
me, can enter it. Lock my heart into yours.
Itis the only place where it is secure. Don't
let my heart escape and wander down the
winding and dark road of expectations. |
want it to be clean. | want to reserve a part
of my heart for my man, who | know will
come at your appointed time.

But, Father, as | wait, allow me not to be
distracted by my desire for a love story. |
want you to still be my focus, the centre
of my existence. Help me keep my eyes on
you, Father, and please silence my heart
when uncertainties come my way.

God, | recommit my life to you today. Do
whatever you please with my life, for you
own it. Thank you for your presence, unend-
ing love, and overflowing grace. Thank you
for this season, for it reveals more of you in
a way that only singleness can. From this
season, | will gather plenty of lessons and
stories that | will soon bring into the next
season of my life.

May your name be glorified in this season,
and may you give me the steadfastness of
spirit as | watch your plan take place. Amen.
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for Christian Widows

A Christian counselor friend says,

“If you were my sister, my mother, or

a dear friend and your husband had

just died, here are the ten things I'd tell
you to successfully navigate the waters of
widowhood.”

1. Trust God. Easier said than done, | know.
But just do it, one step, one breath at a time.

2. Trust yourself-for the most part. Don't let
others make decisions for you like what to
do with his clothing, when to change your
pillowcases, etc. You can do this. On the
other hand, realize that this huge jolt in your
life can put you in a spin and make some
irrational actions seem perfectly logical.
Now'’s not the time to start an affair, make
large donations or rush into plastic surgery.
“Don’t make a decision in a storm that you
wouldn’t make in calm weather”. ~Max
Lucado

3. Breathe, cry, walk. Kind of reminds you
of Eat, Pray, Love doesn't it? But | wouldn’t
advise any of those yet. They’'ll happen on
their own. Breathing, crying, and walking
are what you simply must do.

4. Don't worry about sleep. It’ll happen
sooner or later.

5. Take care of your kids and/or grand

kids. They just lost their father and/or
grandfather; they don’t need to lose their
mom or grandma, too.

6. Read these 3 books right away. First,
read Widow's Key by Linda Lindholm. This
is a practical comprehensive step-by-step
guide through all the before, during and
after aspects of loss. Second, Grieving: Our
Path Back to Peace by James R. White. This
is a short book that describes the patterns
of grief and God'’s part in it, so you know
you're not going crazy. Then read Miriam
Neff's From One Widow to Another for some
other tools in dealing with widowhood.

7. Find your support group/board of direc-
tors as mentioned in Miriam Neff's book.
Use these people, call on them frequently to
help with your many decisions and new way
of life. Don’t worry about payback, you'll do
the same for someone else someday.

8. Get counseling. Attend a Grief-

Share group, join a Widow'’s Walk calling
group, find a local grief or widows support
group like Widow2Widow, or see a profes-
sional Christian counselor. Look up Christian
Websites for Widows .

9. Give this chapter of life to God. This prob-
lem is really His problem anyway. Widowed
author, Sandra Aldrich, decided to “tithe”
her years of life like she tithed her financial
giving. This gave her great freedom in the

By David DeWitt

use of her time and in setting priorities.

10. Rest. It's OK to do nothing at times. Grief
is physically exhausting. Lighten up and
give yourself time to recover. Schedule a
check up with your doctor, allow yourself
some breaks, and don't feel guilty about
laughter or feeling happy again. Don't feel
guilty about feeling sad, either. | love the
example authors Ron Marasco and Brian
Shuff offer. In their book, About Grief, they
write, “Truth be told, as long as mom is not
boarded up in her room with a bottle of
Jack Daniel’s and an Uzi, the situation may
not need immediate intervention.”

11. Oops, | just have to add one

more. Give yourself something fun to look
forward to. For example, my best friend/
cousin couldn’t come to the funeral, but
she scheduled herself to fly out to visit me

a month after the funeral. | really looked
forward to her coming! After she left, a trip
to San Francisco to visit my daughter went
on the calendar, plus lunches with various
friends, everyday walks with my friends,
long-distance phone calls, pedicures, long
drives (because | love to drive) ... all sorts of
activities | enjoyed gave me things to look
forward to and helped me endure those
down days when the house was one person
too empty.

More advice on www.widowskey.com
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A Short Story

Stepping Stones

This “Excuse me, excuse me coming
through” | raced through the airport, the
announcer had called the final boarding call
for my flight. | was about to miss my flight
due to all the prayers my family insisted on

having which if you ask me where excessive.

Missing this flight was not an option | was
willing to entertain; | had to get out of this
country and fast.

Oh no.l thought as | approached the
escalator ; there was an out-of-order sign
positioned right in front of it. Only in
Murtala Mohammed airport would there
be such a shiny escalator that almost never
worked. Only in ‘Naija’ and the funny thing
was that no one seemed to complain,

or raise an eyebrow but as usual we all
adjusted to not having a working escalator
at the airport. | am still proudly Nigerian but
the reality is that we still got work to do!

Speaking of reality, it was my reality that
the man | gave my everything to was really
moving on. My mind flashed back to the
day | walked into the Domino’s Pizza in
Ikoyi to pick up my mouth-watering pizza,
| just happened to buy the latest gossip
magazine from the vendor standing by
the door. My eyes widened when there,
plastered on the front page was Nedu; he
was getting married. My mind went back
to that day a year ago that my world came
crashing down.

| wanted to keep it a secret and sometimes
wish | did, but | loved him too much not to
tell him. My bible also said that whatever
was done in the secret will surely come
out to the light. On that fateful, beautiful
evening he whipped out the ring | had
been waiting on for a while. | remember
he went on bended knees about to give
what | thought would have been the most
unforgettable proposal there was. Right
before he spoke, | had to open my big
mouth. | told him the truth | had known all
along; one of my tubes was blocked making
the possibility of me having a child slim to
none.

Just like that a relationship that spanned
six years was gone down the drain. He
suddenly was very busy at the office, then
he gradually stopped picking my calls or

replying my text or bbms. All the signs
where there, he had changed somehow, he
was no longer my Nedu. | wasn't going to
go down like that. Gathering up the nerve

| decided to go visit him. | was confident
we could talk this out, after all there were
other options available. | called and he said
he wasn't back from Abuja. Since | had a
key, | quickly packed an overnight bag and
headed to his house. | was going to surprise
him. I intended to spoil him; cook clean and
tidy up for him. He would get a feel of what
he was missing when he arrived tomorrow
afternoon.

The air was sucked out of my lungs when

l arrived and his car was parked in the
covered parking space. Wishing for the best
while making a thousand excuses for him in
just a matter of seconds, | approached the
house and could hear laughter. Ringing the
bell, | waited and then the door opened.
The opened door brought me face to face
with Toyin. “Honey who is it” questioned
the voice | had become so used to hearing;
Nedu.

Our eyes were glued to one another. Both
expressions clearly different, hers had a
hint of guilt but somewhere in there was

a smirk; mine was filled with despair and
shock. My worst fears were confirmed
when he appeared, wearing a white T-shirt
and his lounging pants. He was no longer
mine. He was o0ozing of nervous energy,
he couldn’t be that nervous as he didn't
waste time locating Toyin’s waist. When

he wrapped his arms around her waist, |
felt like | was punched in the gut. My best
friend and my man. How wicked could the
world be? She was the one | cried to, laid
out all my problems to. Too much the bear,
the last thing | heard was” Amaka, wait | can
explain”

That was a year ago; it was time to turn over
a new leaf. | had to stop feeling sorry for
myself and get busy. | had goals, dreams,
and visions for my life. | was not going

to pine away anymore, if God gave me a
husband in the process, glory be to His
name. Now on my way to the USA, | could
see new possibilities and was grateful. My
godparents were gracious enough to send
for me when my parents had complained
about my inability to get over my heart-

By Unoma Osiegbu-Nwankwor

break.

My dad

had been a

faithful driver

to the Omojola’s.

During those years

an unlikely friendship had

blossomed. They were bonded

together by the fact that both men married

the love of their lives. These women wereF'
their soul mates and they loved them but

the unions were still childless even after five
years of marriage. After ten solid years, God
blessed my parents with a child; mei§ nce
his employers still dldQ.t-bave ne of their
own my parents decided to shar
how they became my godparents. They had
been blessed with riches but didn’t have

the one thing they wanted; children. The
Irony of life.

| got to the gate just in time, | scurried to my

seat in the plane, securing my hand luggag
in the overhead compartment, | breathed a
sigh of relief. | was determined not to blow:
it, my life may not be where | thought it :
should be but it is not over. US of A, here |
come.

Six Years Later..........

“Sir are you still here? | asked you to let me
reschedule for you for another time” the
secretary said as she came out of the office
belonging to her boss.

“What kind of question is that? Of course
I'm still here. | had a 2pm appointment and |
have to see him today” Looking at his watch
and taking note of the time; 430pm. He was
frustrated. If only he could finally get to see
him, it would be his big break. He has been
trying for what seemed like ages to get an
appointment. He finally did and now this.

A friend had referred him here; the man had
relocated from America a year ago and was
fast becoming a force to be reckoned with
in the literary arena. If anyone could get

a book sold; Dr. Igwebuike could. His wife
was quickly losing patience in his inability
to breakthrough as a writer; something

he promised her he would do when he
stopped working two years ago. They had
run out of their savings and he needed a

up a squabble betwee

miracle.

The secretary was
about to respond
when her attention
shifted to the
door, following her
direction, he saw a

women trying

to break

”Welcc_)r_ne madam” the secretary said
genuflecting even when the woman had
yet to lift her head to acknowledge

the

woman

said lifting her

head as she had managed

to get the kids to quiet down.
With each kid on her side she
approached.

They made eye contact;
he stood up and
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walked towards her

“Amaka?” he said in shock

“Nedu?” She said equally shocked.
“What are you doing here?” He asked

“This is my husband'’s office” she answered,
just then the door behind them opened
and a man who had a close
resemblance to the
American actor
Boris Kodjoe
, standing
at about
six-foot
four
walked

through. He was dressed in a well starched
native attire and before Nedu knew it, the
kids flew out of Amaka’s hands and ran to
him shouting “Daaaaaaaddy”. He picked
them up and twirled them around. As he
approached, Nedu was blinded by the glow
of love between both of them. He planted
a wet kiss on her lips as if no one else was in
the room. Releasing her he said “Hey honey
ready to go?”

“Oh I'm sorry Mr. Okam” the man said
turning to him. “l was tied up that’s why
| told my secretary to give you another
appointment.” he explained

“Please make another appointment and
we will see what we can do” the man said.
With one child one each arm, and his wife’s
arm around his waist, Dr. Igwbuike turned
around and left. When they got to the
elevator Nnamdi looked down at his
wife with all the love in his heart,
she was his heartbeat and he
knew without a doubt he
was hers. Then he asked
~ “Honey, you two know
eachother?”

“Yeah babes,
he was one of
stepping-stones
that brought
me closer to
you and |
thank God
forit” she
smiled as
the elevator
opened

“Failure/
disappointment is
another stepping stone to
greatness”
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“WHEN

k__...s.f?/' -

ugust 1999: Lagos- Nigeria

“Dearly beloved, we are gathered here
today in the presence of God and these
witnesses, to join Destiny Omolara Okoye
and Stanley David Briggs in matrimony.”

The Pastor cleared his throat, raised his head
from his book. I'd only met him a week ago,
during a rushed counselling session where
he'd asked two questions and dismissed us.
A student pastor and friend of Stanley’s, he
was a short round man with dark jagged
skin that reminded me of a badly worn
Michellin tyre. He smiled, displaying scanty
broomstick- like teeth in a wide mouth.
“Marriage is a gift from God...”

Barely listening as the Pastor rattled an
over-rehearsed speech on marriage, | stood
on the altar in the small hall which we'd
rented on the outskirts of campus, draped
in an ivory satin and tulle wedding dress,
tears in my eyes, beaming at Stanley.

He stood tall and handsome in his navy
blue tailored suit and gold and wine cravat.
It was hard to believe that | was finally
going to be his wife. Behind me, Toks, my
chief bridesmaid, sat on a single chair next
to Stanley’s best man, Kunle, a friend of

his | had only just met. We'd had kept the
numbers minimal because Stanley insisted
on an intimate ceremony. It mattered not
much to me. | was marrying the man of my
dreams. My mother had initially protested.
She felt cheated that her only child was
getting married in such a “shabby,” way. But
I'd stood my ground. Stanley wanted it so,
and | wanted Stanley. In the end, we agreed
to do a church blessing first; as a way to seal
our love and then much later, we could have
alavish event.

The Pastor ended his speech with a prayer:
“...We pray with them that the Holy Spirit

will guide and strengthen them, that they
may fulfil God's purposes for the whole of

their earthly life together.”

My fifteen man congregation mumbled
amen in unison.

Stanley’s jaw clenched, droplets of sweat
forming a pattern on his forehead. His eyes
flickered with something. Hope? Love?
Despair?

When he swallowed, his throat bobbed
underneath his wine cravat. Surely not
despair, | thought. He wanted to marry me.
He loved me.

It's the nerves, | thought, as | flashed him
another assuring smile.

He flicked a smile back, and then drummed
his fingers on his navy blue, crisp trousers
and darted a look through the crowd as
though looking for something.

The Pastor nodded, took a step closer. It was
time for us to say our vows.

“You will say this after me,” the Pastor said
to me. “I, Destiny Omolara Okoye..."

| held my head high, eager and thrilled. “I
Destiny Omo—"

A sudden shout erupted, slicing my vow
mid-sentence. Chairs scrapped the floor,
belting out a sound of sharp metal raking
through smooth concrete. A dull murmur
cut through to me, and then a voice,
feminine, declared: “This wedding will not
hold.”

What? | swirled, caught a glimpse of

the hem of Toks's wine dress as it swept
through the aisle towards the woman who
had spoken. Kunle dashed behind Toks,
diving at the woman, blocking her from
charging further.

Who was she?

The woman was dressed in our wed-

ding colours, down to the wine and

gold gele planted on her head. A barrel of
a woman, she had a flat round face, deep

When Broken ...
hOrdS Slng (An excerpt)

set eyes and cheeks that might have made
a pop sound if you pricked hard with a pin.
She looked much older than Stanley— an
estranged older sister perhaps? | gazed at
her, at her hands, at what—no whom— she
was holding. Two children. Twin boys.

The children looked exactly like Stanley.
My world tilted. It didn’t crash. Not just yet.

She clung unto them, and screamed and
fought my friends. The crowd scattered.
Some rushed towards the woman, others
clamoured to understand what had just
happened.

“W-who is she?” | stammered, pointing at
the chaotic scene that now mocked my
wedding.

Stanley, who had seemed frozen on the spot
when this happened, suddenly uprooted
himself and charged towards the woman
with a cry. “Pamela, why would you do this?
Why do you want to ruin my life?”

“You have two children, Stanley,” Pamela
shrieked. “How can you do this to us?”

Pamela? His wife?

This was where someone needed to

yell: “April fool!” and burst into laughter,
even though it was August. Instead,
Stanley barked at the woman, his wife, “You
shouldn’t have brought them into this!”

| staggered; fell into the Pastor’s arms.
Dizziness swirled around me, darkness

beckoned.

That was when my world crashed.

When Broken Chords Sing

A gripping (Christian) novella from the
author of The Small Print:

Out in summer 2013.
abi@abimboladare.com

Women and Infertility

in the Bible

Although | have not struggled with
infertility, it is a topic that has interested me
since | know women who have faced this
issue. Recently, | became curious as to what
the Bible had to say about infertility. | was
surprised at what | discovered. | have no
statistics concerning the rate of infertility,
but | suppose it was higher since there were
no tests, procedures, or fertility drugs avail-
able back then. (I do know that mother and
infant mortality was higher due to lack of
medical care.) Children were a sign of God’s
blessing, so all couples dreaded infertility. It
was a stigma to not have children. What had
a person done wrong to incur the punish-
ment of God?

Here are some of the women (and men)
in the Bible who struggled with infertility.
| hope this brief article is an inspiration to
you!

~Abraham and Sarah had given up hope of
ever having their own children when God
gave Abraham the promise that he and
Sarah would have a son whose offspring
would be greater than the stars in the sky.
Sarah laughed at the promise of God since
she was well past the child-bearing years,
but God fulfilled his promise with the birth
of Isaac. (You can read more about the story
in Genesis 16-21.)

~lsaac, the son of Abraham and Sarah,
married Rebekah. The Scriptures tell us in
Genesis 25:21 that Isaac pleaded to the Lord
for his wife who was barren. It was 20 years
after their marriage that the Lord blessed

Isaac and Rebekah with twin sons, Jacob
and Esau.

~Jacob married sisters Rachel and Leah.
Leah had six sons and a daughter, but the
Lord had closed Rachel’s womb. Rachel
tried everything she could think of to have
children. Once in anguish, she cried out

to Jacob, “Give me children, or else | die”
(Genesis 30:1). Jacob in anger replied, “Am
lin God’s stead, who hath withheld from
thee the fruit of the womb?” It wasn't until
the Lord opened her womb that she bore
Joseph and Benjamin. She died giving birth
to Benjamin.

~The Scriptures do not tell us the name of
Samson’s mother, but she was childless until
an angel appeared to the wife of Manoah
promising a male child, a Nazarite, who
would judge the children of Israel (Judges
13).

~King David married Michal (daughter of
King Saul). The Bible tells us in 2 Samuel
6:23 that Michal never bore children.

~Elkanah had two wives. His favorite wife
Hannah was barren. Peninnah, the other
wife, taunted Hannah since she had no
children. Hannah pleaded with God to give
her a son, promising to give him back to the
Lord’s work. God answered her prayer with
the birth of Samuel, the last and greatest
judge of Israel. (1 Samuel 1).

~2 Kings 4:8-17 relates the account of the
Shunammite woman, whom the Bible

calls the great woman. She was great in
faith, wisdom, and silence. She opened her
home to the prophet Elisha and made him

|./.
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his own little private chamber, a favorite
place of retreat for him. Elisha wanted to
repay the woman for her hospitality, but
she made it clear that she was not seeking
honor, recognition, or favors from him.
Gehazi, Elisha’s servant, told Elisha that the
woman was barren and her husband was
old. Elisha’s promise that she would have a
son when spring came around again was
fulfilled.

~The Bible describes Elisabeth, the cousin
of Mary who bore Jesus, as well-stricken

in years and barren. She and her husband
Zachariah had long already given up hope
of ever bearing a child, when an angel
appeared to Zachariah promising a son.
That son was John the Baptist, the forerun-
ner and greatest prophet who prepared the
way for Jesus (See Luke 1 for the story.)

Except for Michal, God opened all the
wombs of these previously barren woman.
In two instances the women were clearly
beyond child bearing years, yet they bore
sons of promise. | do not understand the
ways of God, but | know he can and does
perform miracles, even today.

Psalm 113:9 “He maketh the barren woman
to keep house and to be a joyful mother of
children. Praise ye the LORD.”
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Pear Editor,

Why is living together before marriage considered living in sin? - Interested member

This question could be much more
easily answered if the Bible made a clear
proclamation such as “living together
before marriage or outside of marriage

is living in sin.” Since the Bible makes no
such definitive statement, many (including
some who profess to be Christians) claim
that living together outside of marriage

is not living in sin. Perhaps the reason the
Bible does not make a clear statement is
that in Bible times, unmarried people living
as husband and wife was relatively rare,
especially among the Jews and Christians.
For the purposes of this article, when we
refer to living together, we are referring

to living together in the sense of living

as husband and wife, including sexual
relations, without being married. We are not
referring to a man and woman living in the
same house without sexual relations. That

issue is covered in another article.

While the Bible does not make an explicit
statement about living in sin, that is not

to say the Bible is completely silent on

this issue. Rather, we have to put several
Scriptures together and glean from them
the principle that any sexuality outside

of the marriage of one man and one
woman is definitely sin. There are numerous
Scriptures that declare God'’s prohibition of
sexual immorality (Acts 15:20; 1 Corinthians
5:1; 6:13, 18; 10:8; 2 Corinthians 12:21;
Galatians 5:19; Ephesians 5:3; Colossians 3:5;
1 Thessalonians 4:3; Jude 7). The Greek word
translated “sexual immorality” or “fornica-
tion” in these verses is porneia (from which
we get the English word “pornography”),
and it means literally “unlawful lust.” Since
the only form of lawful sexuality is the
marriage of one man and one woman

(Genesis 2:24; Matthew 19:5), then anything
outside of marriage, whether it is adultery,
premarital sex, homosexuality, or anything
else, is unlawful, in other words, sin. Living
together before marriage definitely falls
into the category of fornication—sexual sin.

Hebrews 13:4 describes the honorable state
of marriage: “Marriage should be honored
by all, and the marriage bed kept pure, for
God will judge the adulterer and all the
sexually immoral.” This verse draws a clear
distinction between that which is pure and
honorable—marriage—and that which

is sexually immoral—anything outside of
marriage. As living together outside of mar-
riage falls into this category, it is definitely
sin. Anyone living together outside of lawful
marriage invites the displeasure and
judgment of God.

LEYTONSTONE BRANCH - GARDEN OF PEACE

APOSTOLIC SIGNS REVIVAL | HOLYGHOST FIREWORKS | UNLIMITED DEMONSTRATION OF GOD’S POWER
THE LEYTONSTONE MAIN LIBRARY HALL, 6 CHURCH LANE, LEYTONSTONE LONDON E11 1 HG

Tel: 07737906492, 07947955612, Email: mfmleytonstone@hotmail.com
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3RD WEEKEND OF THE MONTH
Deliverance Service
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Wednesday Revival Service '
(Operation Fire for Fire): 6:30pm - 8:30p%

Dr. D. K. Olukoya
General Overseer MFM Worldwide

Holloway School
Hilldrop Road
London

N7 001G

07886 911 805, 07794 877 345
739 171, 07908 408 583

020 8804 5577
www.mfmholloway.org

RD

Why Advertise 1n the

Monthly

T

I W ihe mosthiy

EEmiracle

Miracle?

I W the mosntihy

EEMiracle &

N B the monthly

EEmiracle

I [ the month

EEMIra

JH W the monthly

cle RAmiracle

A magazine that belongs to the church with the largest single
congregation in Africa, with over 200,000 members in one sitting!

The official magazine of the MFM Power Must Change
Hands Programme.

To reach a minimum of 10,000 readers in the UK
(including Scotland) , and potentially worldwide.

To reach an audience that is multiracial, multicultural and
dynamic

We are a competitively priced magazine:

Half Page 100 pounds
Quarter Page 80 pounds

Full Page - Outside Back Cover 300 pounds
Full Page - Inside Back Cover 250 pounds
Full page - Inside (best offer) 200 pounds

Special Ofter

Advertise in 3 issues and get the 4th advert FREE!

Please email info@mfm.org.uk for specifications and instructions.
All artwork must be supplied in PDF format and received by the
15th day of each month.

Prayer Rain ( Spanish and Chinese )
and other anointed books by Dr Olukoya
is now available at:

BATTLE CRY CHRISTIAN MINISTRIES BOOKSTORE
UNIT 316, ELEPHANT AND CASTLE SHOPPING
CENTRE, LONDON, SE1 6TB

Tel. 07737826160 or 020 8127 6476

Announcements

Mfm prayer city Type of Deliverance is now in the UK

3rd week of every month - Mon to Fri from 9pm to 1pm
Weekend Deliverance Every first week of every month that is
power must Change hand

Please note that participant will be required to sleep in the
church. Premises and registration prior to attending is a must

Venue: Mfm Hackney Wick - 25 Rothbury Rd, E9 5NH.
For more information and registration:

Pastor Christian: on 02085259449 or 07769209300
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MFM Branches in UK

ABERDEEN: Hilton Community Centre, Hilton Road. Aberdeen
AB24 4HS. Tel: 078 5275 8793

AYLESBURY: Aylesbury Vale Multi Cultural Centre, Friarscroft Way
Aylesbury HP20 2TE Tel: 07916280094, 07565935424

BIRMINGHAM: 106-108 Lombard Digbeth Birmingham B12 0QR.
Tel: 079 4467 2410, 0121 240 8162

BRIXTON: Unit C Fairfax House, Overton Road, Angelltown Brixton
SW9 7JR. Tel: 079 6078 5019, 079 5842 7087, 077 3724 3913

BARKING: Unit G5, Ajax Works, First floor Movement House,
Hertford Road, Barking IG11 8DY

BASINGSTOKE: Oakridge West Community Centre, Off Upton
Crescent, Off Oakridge Road, Opposite Tesco, Oakridge, Basingstoke
RG21 5SN. Time of Sunday Service: 10am-1pm Tel: 07501737785,
07533247887 Email: mfmbasingstoke@gmail.com

BOREHAMWOOD: Maxwell Park, Youth & community Centre,
Maxwell Road, Borehamwood, Herts. WD6 1JJ
Tel: 0208 207 2132, 079 0878 2155.

BRISTOL: The Centre for Deaf People, 16-18 King’s Square BS2 8JL.
Tel: 0788 691 0516, 0796 024 0305, 0790 920 8329.
Email mfmbristol@gmail.com

BASILDON: Woodlands School Takely End, Basildon SS16 5BA
Tel: 0786 271 0809, 0793 069 1332, 0795 696 9499

BEDFORD: Bedford Guild House 56, Harpur Street MK40 2QT.
Tel: 0755 314 0132, 0790 159 8930 Email:mfmbedford@yahoo.co.uk

CARDIFF: Sports Council for Wales, Sophia Gardens Cardiff
CF11 9SW Tel. 0774 887 4656, 0779 521 6182

CAMBRIDGE: Cambridge YMCA, Queen Anne House, Gonville Place,
Cambridge CB1 1ND, info@mfmcambridge.org Tel: 07578616279

CAMBERWELL: 170 Camberwell Rd, London SE5 OEE, 0796 062 2046

CATFORD: 195, Rushey Green, Opposite Catford Central Library,
Lawrence House, Catford, London SE6 4BD Tel: 07956493255,
07938692219, Email: mfmcatford@mountainoffire.co.uk

CHALK FARM: Haverstock School (Business and Enterprise College)
24 Haverstock Hill, Chalk Farm, London NW3 2BQ Tel: 07432258356,
07985419438 or 07405617509 Email: mfmchalkfarm@live.co.uk

CHATHAM: House of Favour, 18, Manor Road, off New Road,
Chatham Kent, ME4 6AG Tel: 07865048167, 07984264163
Email: oluwasanyajoseph@hotmail.com

CONVENTRY: The Zion Of Great Deliverance. Coventry Sports and
Leisure Centre, Fairfax Street, Coventry CV1 5RY

Tel: 0121 386 5015 / 0795 256 1820
Email:mfmconventry@yahoo.co.uk

CHADWELL HEATH BRANCH: 442c Becontree Avenue Dagenham
RM8 3UB Tel: 077 6920 9300

CROYDON: Arcadia House, Cairo New Road. Surrey, Croydon.
CRO 1XP. Email:admin@mfmcroydonbranch.org
Tel 020 8680 1355, 079 4455 7329

CUSTOM HOUSE: Inside The Ascension Parish Church, Baxter Rd,
Custom House London E16 3HJ. Tel: 07737460847, 07890657635

DAGENHAM: 12 Princess Parade New Road, Dagenham, Essex
RM10 9LS Tel: 0208 526 7575, 0796 118 4890, 0796 197 4878

DALSTON : St Matthias Primary School, Cowper Road
London N16 8DD. (Off St Matthias Road towards Newton Green)
0741 159 2590; 0852 524 2636

DARTFORD: West hill house. West hill. Da1 2eu. Dartford . Kent.
Tel: 07411488774 ,07960206737. E mail victorige56@yahoo.com

DERBY: 158-162, Abbey Street, Derby, DE22 3SS
Tel: 07958189454, Email: pastoropeyemi@yahoo.com

DULWICH: Kingsdale School, Alleyn Park Road,DulwichLondon
SE21 8SQ, Tel: 0790 486 2856, 0208 320 1619

DUNSTABLE: Lewsey farm learning centre, 92 Tomlinson Avenue
Lewsey Farm Luton LU4 0QQ Tel 0158 258 3085, 0795 775 6009

EDGWARE : Watling Community Association, 145 Orange Hill Road’
Edgware, Middlesex HA8 OTR, Tel. 07940 169 648

EDINBURGH: 2-4 AbbeyMount Off London Rd, Edinburgh,
EH8 8EJ. Tel: 0772 569 9405, 0131 440 44556, 1315 549 986 Email:
mfmedinburgh@yahoo.com, mfmedinburgh@mountainoffire.co.uk

EDMONTON: MFM International: 21 Queensway Ponders End. EN3
4SZ Tel: 020 8804 5577 Website: www.mfm.org.uk, info@mfm.org.uk

ERITH: Unit 4, 209 Manor Road, Erith DA8 2AD. Tel: 07944975095,
07859903795. Email: asenghore@hotmail.com

EXETER: Christ Church Hall, Grosvenor Place, Exeter EX1 2H)J
EX4 8AD Tel: 0776 262 9855 / 0774 367 3382:
Email: mfm_royaldevon@yahoo.co.uk ayooluwasere@hotmail.com

FINCHLEY: 4Th Floor Britannia House, Britannia Road 958 - 964 High
Road, North Finchley N12 9RY.
Tel: 07588 55 1793 ; 07584 678 368 ; 0794 944 8399 ; 07859 398 393

GRAYS: Chadwell Village Halls, Waterson Road, Chadwell St Mary,
ESSEX RM16 4NX Tel: 0790 404 5907, 0782 574 2640, 0795 654 6857,
0795 879 9581 Email:mfmingrays@yahoo.co.uk.

GREENWICH: The Forum @ Greenwich, By Christchurch Way,
Trafalgar Road, London, SE10 9EQ. Tel: 07908760007,
02083118907. Email: femiolaegbe@aol.com

GLASGOW TESTIMONY BRANCH: 75 Westmoreland Street,
Victoria Road (off allison street), Glasgow G42 8LJ Tel: 01412392914,
07832424555

GLASGOW: St Francis Centre, 405 Cumberland Street, Gorbals,
Glasgow, GS OSE

GLASGOW CENTRAL: Royston Primary School, 102, Royston Road,
Glasgow, G21 2NU. Tel: 0788 691 1805, 0773 762 9323

HACKNEY WICK: 25 Rothbury Road, London E9 5HA
Tel: 0208 525 9449

HERTS - HEMEL HEMPSTEAD: Gadebridge Community Centre:
Ross Gate, Hemel Hempstead. Herts, HP1 3LG Tel: 2)5}.}3 2416,
0192 324 6548 HERTS :

HOUNSLOW: Protoctors close, Bedfont lane, Feltham, Middlesex:
TW14 9NB, Tel: 0780 129 7911, Email: info@mfmhounslo w.org uk

ILLDERTON: 96- 108 Ormside Str.Off lllderton Rd.Old Kent Rd:
SE15 1TF Tel: 0207 639 2109, 07960 183 423, 07506 651 043,
07947 521 930. Email: mfmsurreyquays@mountainoffire.co:uk

KENT: Bexleyheath School, Woolwich Road (main entrance);
Bexleyheath, Kent, DA6 7DA Tel: 07947257620, 07908109975
Email: mfmkentbranch@aol.co.uk

KETTERING: Corn Market Hall Kettering, Northamptonshire
NN15 7QX Tel: 0753 336 3248, 0192 324 6548/.0793 943 2416.
Email: mfmKettering@mountainoffire.co.uk

LADYWELL: St. Mary's Centre, Ladywell Road, Lewisham):
London SE13 7HU Tel: 07956365871 Emai enolaegbe@aol.com

LEEDS: 62 B Roseville Road. LS8 5DR. Tel: 0790 496 3929, 0113 368
3432,0782 860 5280 -

LEICESTER: Leicester Int'l College, 132-134 London Road, Leicester
LE2 1EB Tel: 07413659903 Email: mfmleicester@yahoo.co.uk

LEYTONSTONE SERVICE CENTRE 1: The Leytonstone Main @ﬁiﬂm
Hall No. 6, Church Lane, E11 1HG, Leytonstone -

LEYTON SERVICE CENTRE 2: No.13 Argall Avenue, Unit 6 Excalibu
Works Leyton London E10 7QE, Leyton
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Tel: 0794 003 3207, 0794 751 8984

LEWISHAM: Unit 7 Sherwood Court Thurston Road, Opposite
Thurston Industrial Estate. Lewisham SE13 7SD

Tel: 07958 786 353, 0753 5706 323, 0755 2401 222

Email: mfmlewisham@mountainoffire

LIVERPOOL: Devonshire Hotel: 293-297 Edge lane, Liverpool, L7 9LD
Tel: 0787 540 7752, 0776 047 5779 mfmLiverpool@yahoo.co.uk

LUTON: Stirling House 30 Guildford Street Luton LU1T 2NR United
Kingdom. Tel: 0778 644 4767,0790 377 0212. www.mfmluton.org

MILTON KEYNES: Unit SA8 Buckingham House, 11 2nd Avenue,
Denbigh, Bletchley. MK11ED. Tel: 01908278915, 07565935424
Email: mfmmiltonkeynesbranch@yahoo.co.uk

MANCHESTER: 14a Rochdale Road, Manchester, M4 4JR
United Kingdom, Tel: 077 2330 2650

NOTTINGHAM: Unit 2, Wycliffe Mill, Wycliffe Street, New Basford,
Nottingham NG7 7JB Tel: 07411671839, 0798400905.
Email: sadekunmi@gmail.com

NORTHHAMPTON: Glensuite Jesus Centre,
Northampton NN1 4AE Tel: 07832230328 0772
Email: mfmnorthamptoni@yahoo.com

NEWCASTLE: Church of the Venerable Bede: Benwell Grove ,.
West Road, Newcastle Upon Tyne. NE4 OPR Tel: 07765157978,
07540173844, 01914776584
Emailinfo@mountainoffirenewcastle.org.uk

NEW CATEORD CAPITALHSE: 47 Rushy Green Rd, Catford SE6 4AS;
Tel: 02086951927, 079032444 89,07903268498

NEW CROSS: HaberdasherAske Boys colle
Pepysrd.SE14 55Eel:0790 5326 8498, 79581786 353,0208 855 4749
NORTHAMPTON:GlenSuite Jesus CenterAbington Square-NNT4AE
1el:0772:867 4987 mimnorthampton@mountainofifre.co.uk
ORPINGTON:VillageHallSt-Mary’s Cray High Str.BR5 4AX:

1e1:0168 95315555;079410559751
OLDKENTROAD:-Units1;EenartniGentre Ofillderton road

SEIS IR 1el:0795020 4917707958 2184657, 07950252921

PAISLEY: 8lncle street; Baisiey, EATHFPScotland
Mimpaisiey@yano0.co.uk;1el=074118110016

FECKHAM:UnitE 24a CIp House. Fecknam e SHUCILSEE])
Copeland Road Fecknam:SEl15 55N A €1:077368752259, 0794435
2476,0798 4450562

PURFLEET:I'ondoniRoad,Purfleet, Essex; RM191Q1:01708 862626;
079851288 242;079511407:336;

FORTSMOUTH:Worsnip centredl Fratton Community.
Gentrelrafalgarklace; Fortsmouth PO151JHel: 07991969 2119,

07943276660 EmailZmfmportsmouth@yahoo.co.uk\Worship Centre

2\Wesley Gentre, 128 Fratton’hoad Portsmouth PO15DD.

PECKHAM-BERMONDSEY 1146 StJames Street, bermondsey,
London, SETSBW el 07544352478 Email:gbenga60@yahoo.com

REDBRIDGE:.ondon Waltham College [Bank House], 267
Cranbrook Road;lIford, IG1 4TG, Tel: 07956 189 431, 07951 562 450

ROMFORD:Willow Rooms,Willow str.off Mawney Road, RM7 7J
1el:0208526 757570798 444.9030; 0796 160 2730

READING: 8 Malthouse Lane,Reading RG17JA
1el:0786 674 9950, 01189563 050 =

STREATHAM: Fisher House, 32 Mitcham Lane. SW16 6NW

SHEFFIELD: Shirecllise Community Hall Centre.Shirecllise Road S5 /
Tel:0114 242 5724, 0782 879 5986 Mfmshefield@yahoo.co.uk

e BFepys sitezAuautorium:

MFM Branches in UK

SOUTH OCKENDON: Culver Centre Daiglen Drive South Ockendon,
Tel: 0785 210 4041, 0795 647 6782

SEVEN SISTERS: No. 5 Constable Crescent, off Stamford Road, N15
4QZ Tel: 07932796622, 07721717164, 07738273112

SMALL HEATH BIRMINGHAM-2: Newtown Community Centre 57
Newbury Road Newtown Birmingham B19 2SW Tel:0785 295 4454
Email; Mfmbirmingham2@Yahoo.Co.Uk

SILVER TOWN: Britannia Village Hall65 Evelyn road Silver town,
E16 1TU. Tel: 0793 226 5909, 0796 618 1478.

SOUTHHAMPTON: Unit 5 Radclifffe Court Radcliffe road Northam,
SO14 OPH. Tel: 0795 757 4261, 0799 969 2119, 0238 052 8764

SUNDERLAND: 41, Cleveland RoadBy Park Lane Metro Station
SR4 7JR. Tel: 0791 925 7241, 0753 336 6439.

STEVENAGE 291 Archer Road, SG1 5HF
Tel: 0782 807 6675, 0786 173 8138. Email: sunnyubah@yahoo.co.uk

STOCKWELL: 311 Clapham Roads W9 0QH Tel: 07932 929254,
0798 424 1117; 0796 197 4878; 0208 526 7575

SHEFFIELD: Unit 2, Wylcut House, 316 Petre Street, Sheffield, S4 8LU
Tel: 0789 191 3650, 0114 243 9315

HE]'LANDS ISLANDS: Islesburgh complex,King Harald Street,
Lerwick, Shetland.ZE1 OEQ Email: mfmshetland@yahoo.co.uk
Tel:079 0887 0496

SYDENHAM BRANCH: MFM Ministries 177, Sydenham Road.
Se26 6Dz. Tel: 077 2371 9855, 074 2903 5329, 075 7813 6164

TOOTING: 25/29 Tooting High Street, Tooting Broadway
2087675565, 07877597988, 07956409357

THAMESMEAD: Unit 1 Crown Industrial Estate 71/73 Nathan Way
Thamesmead London SE28 0BQ Tel: 0208 317 1004

UNIVERSITY.C EASTLONDON: Docklans campus, University Way,
Beckton - E16 2RD

UPNEY: Barking Abbey School, Sandringham Road, Off Upney Lane,
Woodbridge Road Entrance, Upney, Essex, IG11 9AG

WATFORD: 5 Bermer Place, Imperial Way, off Balmoral Road, Off St
Albans Road, Watford Herts WD24 4XX Tel: 0192 324 6548, 0793 943

2416; 0796 6 ,54.
WEST LONDON: Ealing Town Hall, Ealing Broadway,London W5
Tel:0795 635 6718, 0795 093 3787 Email: mfmwest@hotmail.com

WILLESDEN: Unit 27 Cygnus Business Centre, Dalmeyer Road,Opp
Homebase, Willesden, NW10 2XA Tel: 079 0371 9464, 079 3272 5054

WEST SUSSEX: Southgate West Community Hall:Ditchling Hill,
Crawley: West Sussex RH11 8AB: Tel: 1293 542 090, 07830 321 383
Email: mfmwestsussex@yahoo.co.uk

WALSALL: 24,Caldmore Green Road:By M &T Bus Stop Caldmore,
Walsall WS1 3RN: Tel: 0794 360 3344, 0192 263 0262
Email: mfmwalsall@yahoo.co.uk

EST BROMWICH: 28-32 HIGH STREET, WEST BROMWICH B70 6JT.
West Midlands. Tel: 0121 523 5077, 0787 889 3423.
Email: mfmwestbromwich@mountainoffire.co.uk

WALTHAMSTOW: Deliverance and Mercy Centre, William Morris
Community Centre, No.6- 8. Greenleaf Road, London E17 6QQ
Tel: 0791 629 2978 / 0758 837 1137 mfmwalthamstow@yahoo.com
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At: 21 Queensway, Ponders £nd, Enfiel
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Time: 6:30pm- 8:30pm

Come with great Expectations as you receive career, business,
marital, financial, Inmigration, healing and restoration Breakthroughs

‘Ind us easily through buses 121, 19 1, 307,313,349, 37 f, 279 & 491
Llosest :rj_gtr_;;;‘_:‘J _F-‘ﬂn_l stations: Sou rg;a_J!ir/ L ;f_}jjgjfgf_ rFt,J
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FOR MORE INFORMATION:
|

lelephone: 02086045577 | Email: info@mim.org.uk | Web: www.mim.org.uk



